
Small-scale fisheries and 
International Fish Trade

« Small-scale fishers and international trade: how to 
enhance benefits along the value chain and avoid 

negative repercussions on sustainability and equity? »
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As initially phrased the question implies that IFT can yield some 
benefits

Re-phrased more ‘neutrally’:
« What are the advantages and flaws/issues related to IFT 
(in the context of small-scale fisheries)
and what are the ways forward / to address those issues »

“Aquaculture products are the prime exports and 
the fish are fed on fish meal, etc, which could 
have been used to feed humans “

IFT threat for direct food security

“Often food fish and export fish are different and 
that can offer cash benefits to fisherfolk “

IFT ‘greeds’ and adulterates small-scale 
subsistence fisheries
“Fisherfolk production should be for protein for the 
masses but with IFT the cash interest is becoming 
dominant “
“Liberalization was prevailing in the last twenty years 
(from 1985), but it has led to competition for valuable 
protein food “ (e.g Lake Victoria situation) 

“Trading fish can generate revenues for small-scale 
fishers “

Small-scale fishers can not compete / access the 
market
“Small-scale fishers cannot compete with multinational 
and big local companies “
“Cash attractions change the small-scale fisheries structure 
- small-scale fishers become wage earners/labour for major 
investors “

“Small-scale fishers can be empowered and made more 
efficient and competitive “

« Small-scale fishers and international trade: how to enhance benefits along the 
value chain and avoid negative repercussions on sustainability and equity? »



In conclusion
Two relatively ‘polarised’ positions 
(in accordance to what is observed in the literature)
although…
“nothing is all back, nor all white and trade-offs need to be found”

The way forward…

“Mutually beneficial partnership 
should be encouraged between 
industrial and small-scale 
operators “

“Support the small-scale fishers !”

Less-interventionism
(market-neutral)

More-interventionism
(re-regulation of the markets)

at last a consensus?

“Appropriate policies 
should be formulated to 
protect the small-scale 
fisheries operations “

“Fisherfolk should be 
encouraged to benefit more 
from international trade 
(regional and global) “

“Small-scale fishers should 
be trained on market/price 
negotiations for better 
returns “

“Regional price 
mechanisms (floor-prices) 
should be introduced to 
improve the benefits from 
certain products (e.g. 
seaweeds) “

“Protein food, especially 
fish, should be given 
priority internationally to 
avoid speculation “
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